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COMMUNICATING THE GOSPEL 
by 
WORD AND SACRAMENT 


The Word of God is adapted to the ear, the Sacraments to the eye. 
Through the Word of the Sacraments Christ is truly presented and 
communicated to all who respond in faith. 


The Word is audible, the Sacraments visible. The presentation of 
CHRIST is central in both. Whether through the Word or confirming 
Sacrament, faith is necessary for one to participate in the grace offered. 


This is clearly stated in paragraph 34 of the Confession of the 
Reformed Churches in France: 


“We believe that the Sacraments are added to the Word for 
its more ample confirmation, so that they may be pledges and 
seals to us of the Grace of God, and by this means aid and 
support our faith because of our infirmity and immaturity; 
and that they are external signs through which God works by 
virtue of His Spirit, in order that they should not be empty 
signs to us; yet we hold that all their substance and truth is 
in JESUS CHRIST, and that if they are separated from Him 
they remain nothing more than a shadow and a vapour.” 


Dwight Hervey Small, THE BIBLICAL BASIS FOR INFANT BAPTISM. 
Pubtished by Fleming H. Revell, 1959. 
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ACROSS 





Education is to the 


Christian 
Presbyterian the other side of Evan- 


gelism. Both answer the burning 
question: “How is the Gospel com- 
municated?” Some would say that 
the unbreakable triangle isn’t com- 
plete until you have added Missions. 
All for one and one for all: Educa- 
tion, Evangelism, Missions. They are 
almost a Trinity in that each is su- 
preme in its priority, second to no 
other. In this issue of the JOURNAL 
the spotlight is on Education. Al- 
most everything said, however, bears 
upon the supreme task of communicat- 
ing the Gospel, in whatever way it 
may be done. 





We have two replies for the reader 
who sought a book written for pas- 
tor’s wives. Dr. James M. Carr sug- 
gests THE SHEPHERDESS, by Ar- 
thur Hewitt, Willett Clark & Co. Mrs. 
C. H. Sawyer, of Winston-Salem, sug- 
gests HANDBOOK FOR MINISTER’S 
WIVES, by Welthy Honsinger Fisher, 
Y. W. C. A. Press, New York. That 
ought to take care of the ladies for 
a while. 





An extremely interesting statement 
by Dr. Erich Dinkler of the Univer- 
sity of Bonn has a bearing on the old 
question of the Apostle Peter’s last 
resting place. Pointing out that the 
bodies of the martyrs were treated 
as being without rights to a formal 
burial unless claimed by some _ in- 
terested survivor, he declared that “in 
Peter’s case, any Christian who asked 
for the body would have made himself 
known and suspect,” adding, “not a 
single tomb of a Christian has been 
discovered which belongs to the first 
or second century after Christ.” 





Letter to the Editor: ‘Last year, in 
one of your issues, you printed some- 
thing that interested me very much, 
but I have forgotten what it was. Lost 
my notes on the subject and cannot 
find the magazine. Will you please 


send me another copy of same?” 
—The A. A. Grapevine 
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TAIWAN 
School Assn. is an interdenominational 
publishing venture — the official pub- 
lishers of religious material for China, 


The 


China Sunday 


with offices in Taiwan and Hong 
Kong. After the Chinese “exile,” 
control of publications dropped into 
the hands of the Presbyterian U. S. 
Mission. Until their recent retire- 
ment, Dr. and Mrs. James Montgom- 
ery were in charge. The Association 
publishes, among others, six different 
series of the S. S. lessons; S. S. les- 
in aboriginal tribal languages; 
kindergarten and children’s materials. 
It is also translating and printing 
books, such as Dr. Erdman’s New 
Testament Commentaries. U. S. treas- 
urer of the CSSA is Miss Lily U. 
Woods, Montreat, N. C. 


sons 





BRAZIL — It sometimes surprises 
people at home to hear of missionary 
and other benevolence work carried 
on by churches on the mission fields. 
Brazilian Presbyterians, with mission 
work in Portugal and other foreign 
countries, are striving for a 500% 
increase in benevolence giving dur- 
ing their Centennial year, 1959. From 
a budget of 3 million cruzeiros in 
1958 to 15 millions this year is the 
goal of the General Assembly. “We, 
too, have a responsibility to share the 
Gospel with the whole world,” de- 
clared Dr. Jose Borges dos Santos, 
Moderator of the General Assembly. 

—Pierre W. Dubose, Jr. 





BRAZIL — A pictorial story of 
Presbyterianism in Brazil, “Presbi- 
terianismo no Brazil, 1859-1959,” pro- 
fusely illustrated and _ attractively 
bound, may be secured from the Casa 
Editora Presbiteriana, Rue Helvetia 
737, Subsolo, Sao Paulo, Brazil. The 
price is $1.85, including postage. Re- 
mittance should be by check or In- 
ternational M. O. 


—Paul William Smart 


CHURCHES STAND AGAINST SUNDAY SALES 


Effort Gets Results 


GREENSBORO, N. C. — (RNS) — 
Following stiff opposition from min- 
isters and church women’s groups, in- 
cluding a call for a shoppers’ boycott, 
at least one grocery chain here (Big 
Bear) has cancelled announced plans 
to stay open on Sunday. 


Pulpit pleas for church members to 
refuse to patronize at any time stores 
doing Sunday business were sounded 
by Greensboro ministers. At the same 
time, the United Council of Church 
Women took a large display ad in 
the Greensboro Daily News asking 
that “the women of Greensboro take 
a firm stand and trade with grocers 
and other merchants who remember 
the Sabbath Day and close their 
stores on Sunday.” 


“It takes two to make a trade,” 
the ad said. “If we buy from mer- 
chants who close their stores on Sun- 
day and do not buy from merchants 
who are open on Sunday, we control 
the trade.” 


A letter published in the Greens- 
boro Record, written by the president 
of the Greensboro Ministers’ Fellow- 
ship, expressed the hope that “public 
opinion will be so great in opposition 
that the merchants will be convinced 
that the Christian people of Greens- 
boro do not appreciate and will not 
patronize any merchant in Sunday 
operations.” 


Sunday grocery sales became a live 
issue here after the city’s Sunday 
“Blue Laws” were repealed in a No- 
vember referendum. 





This tremendously encouraging re- 
port from Greensboro, N. C. proves 
again that anything Christian people 
want to do and unite to do can be 
done in this land of ours. Ministerial 
Associations in other cities, where 
creeping secularism and commercialism 
have made it increasingly difficult 
for the casual observer to tell the dif- 
ference between week days and the 
Sabbath Day, should take notice ... 
and action. 
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Reports New Ideas In 
Christian Education 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (RNS)—Christian 
education in Protestant churches in 
the past half-century has become more 
serious and more humble, according 
to a speaker at the Minnesota Chris- 
tian education centennial conference 
here. 


Dr. Mary Alice Jones, Nashville, 
Tenn., said Christian educators are 
more aware of the graveness of the 
situation in which man finds himself 
and less sure that they have all the 
answers than was the case in the 
early years of the century. 


The theory that human progress was 
inevitable has “been knocked in the 
head,” said Dr. Jones, who is national 
director of children’s work for The 
Methodist Church and author of sev- 
eral children’s religious books. 


“Today Christian education is com- 
ing to grips with a much less opti- 
mistic view of man,” she added. “The 
reality of sin and the perverse nature 
of man are being faced much more 
seriously.” 


The purpose of Christian education 
also is seen more clearly today, Dr. 
Jones said. 


“Through Christian education,” she 
explained, “the Church seeks to help 
persons become aware of God’s seek- 
ing love as shown in Jesus Christ’ to 
the end that they “act out their dis- 
cipleship in all relations in human 
society and abide in the Christian 
hope. Through its witness it takes 
into account the involvement of the 
whole person in the social patterns of 
family and community.” 


Regarding the content of Christian 
education, she said there seems to be 
a deepening insight into what it means 
to take the Bible seriously. 


“It means listening to the Word 
of God and responding with all of 
one’s life,” she explained. “This re- 
quires serious study and basic inter- 
pretation to the young members of the 
Christian fellowship. 


1959 





“There are many new insights on 
how a teacher and leader can be of 
most help to a group. Team teaching 
and larger initiative on the part of 
the learner are changing the pattern 
of church school classes, church archi- 
tecture and are making new demands 
on the program of leadership edu- 


cation.” (See Editorial, P. 12.) 





Church Seen Partly 
Responsible For TV Scandals 


MILWAUKEE, Wis. (RNS) — Dr. 
Frederick A. Schiotz, Minneapolis, 
president of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, said here that the television 
quiz show scandals were in part the 
fault of the church. 


“We have not given enough atten- 
tion to interpreting the Ten Com- 
mandments so that they are relative 
to our day,’ Dr. Schiotz told the 
annual tri-state conference of the 
eastern district of ELC. 


“We have become concerned in the 
promotion of the church, and we may 
be putting a one-sided emphasis on 
the love of God while ignoring God’s 
holiness,’”’ Dr. Schiotz said. 


He said that “everything that goes 
amiss in the nation must be attributed 
in part to the church.” He advised 
churchmen to give “serious attention 
to the ethical relativism that exists 
today.” The implication was that a 
system of rewards cannot stand with- 
out a corresponding system of pun- 
ishments. (See Editorials, P. 12,13.) 


More Suggestions For 
President’s Vatican Visit 


WASHINGTON, D.C.—If President 
Eisenhower pays heed to everyone 
who has advised him on his Vatican 
visit, Pope John XXIII will get a 
liberal education in American Church- 
State relations. The National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals advised the 
President to make clear the reasons 
why the U.S. cannot establish diplo- 
matic relations with a Church govern- 
ment. And now the Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separa- 
tion of Church and State has come 
forward to suggest that the President 
speak to the Pope about the Spanish 
situation. 


Dr. Glenn L. Archer, executive di- 
rector of POUA, in a letter to Mr. 
Eisenhower, suggested this question 
for the Pope: “Why do you jointly 
suppress religious freedom for non- 
Catholics in Spain?” 


““As heads of the Vatican and Span- 
ish states, Pope John and Gen. Franco 
co-operate in carrying out the terms 
of the Vatican-Spanish Concordat of 
1953, under which no public manifes- 
tations of non-Catholic worship are 
permitted,” Dr. Archer observed. 


He pointed out that “even our 
Protestant chaplains in our armed 
forces in Spain are instructed not to 
make contact with Spanish Protest- 
ants,” on account of the danger of 
reprisals. 


Dr. Archer expressed the belief that 
“a word from the Pope to Gen. Franco 
could restore to both Protestants and 
Jews in Spain those freedoms which 
American Catholics as well as Prot- 
estants and Jews so sincerely relish.” 





“By Christian Education 


ae 


respect to ultimate truth. . . 


the Church.” 





WHAT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IS NOT 


(Following is an actual quotation from an article on Christian Education. 


It argues from several premises that are very wrong. Can you tell what they are?) 


is meant a teaching-learning enterprise 
grounded in the life of the church and the Christian heritage, and guided 
by the minister-teacher as he seeks to help people experience God in 
In the classroom, as in 
kinds, the minister’s focus is on giving himself to the person, and on a 
jointly shared quest for the meaning of commonplace experiences with 
. Teaching procedure starts where pupils 
are, moving through present interest into an experience of Christ as 
He is revealed in Scripture and in His continuing revelation, the life of 


authentic pastoral relations of all 
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New Head Of 
Leprosy Missions 


NEW YORK — The apointment of 
Arnaud C. Marts as chairman of the 
board of directors of American Lep- 
rosy Missions, Inc., was announced 
here today by Dr. Oliver W. Hassel- 
blad, president. 


Dr. Marts, chairman of the board 
and former president of Marts & 
Lundy, Inc., fund-raising counsellors, 
succeeds Emory Ross who is retiring 
after twenty years of service as presi- 
dent and later chairman of the board 
of the 53-year old Protestant leprosy 
relief organization. 


In cooperation with 45 Protestant 
denominational mission boards and 
joint overseas committees, American 
Leprosy Missions supports some 200 
hospitals and clinics in 32 countries. 
Through its agency more than 3000 
missionary workers direct a medical, 
spiritual, educational and social min- 
istry reaching more than 100,000 vic- 
tims of leprosy. 





WHAT IS IT? 


Can you identify the object in the 
A historical landmark of un- 


photo? 
usual interest, it is nevertheless known 
to few. Answer on p. 23. 


Clue: 


Montreat. 
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A PLEA 


For A Christian Philosophy of Education 


It is not unusual for a college to 
have a week of evangelistic meetings. 
Some years ago it was my privilege 
to conduct a crusade at Cambridge 
University in England, and later to 
conduct an evangelistic crusade at 
New Haven, Connecticut. We have re- 
ceived scores of invitations from out- 
standing universities and colleges to 
come and hold crusades on the campus. 
We have been giving serious consider- 
ation to setting apart an entire school 
year just for universities and colleges 
throughout the United States. Certain- 
ly the week at Wheaton College has 
given remarkable evidence as to what 
the Spirit of God can do on a great 
college campus. 


It has been an invigorating exper- 
ience just to walk on the campus at 
Wheaton. Nearly two thousand 
young people are there who have 
found an answer to the riddles and 
mysteries of life. Dedication is writ- 
ten on their faces. They have found 
a purpose and meaning for life. 
Wheaton today in its philosophy of 
education is very similar to what Yale, 
Dartmouth, and Princeton were a hun- 
dred years ago. 


Something happened to those great 
universities. Through a series of cir- 
cumstances, they left their original 
moorings and now through much frus- 
tration and pain are trying to grope 
their way back to a Christian phil- 
osophy of education. 


How different the students are at 
Wheaton than the Beatnik crowd 
which has fallen prey to the so-called 
“progressive education” which has in- 
filtrated much of our educational sys- 
tem. 


Since the advent of John Dewey, an 
insidious movement has been set in 
motion to undermine our traditional 
educational system. Stealthily and 
methodically these self-styled progres- 
sives have made great changes in our 
philosophy of education. They have 
used the class room as a soap box for 
their gospel of the new social order; 
and as writers of the nation’s text- 
books, they are to a large degree 





REV. BILLY 


responsible for the mass departure 
from American principles, American 
ideals, and Biblical morals. 


These so-called progressives have 
substituted instinct for knowledge, and 
emotion for reason. They contend 
that the old, the tried and proven, and 
the heritages of the past must be re- 
placed by new ideas. They scoff at 
the concept of a vital, personal faith 
in God. They often belittle the fram- 
ers of our constitution in the eyes of 
our nation’s students. They often de- 
cry our system of government as out 
of date, and unfit for moderns. 


While John Dewey is recognized as 
the father of this movement, its teach- 
ings are anything but new, much less 
progressive! Our text-book makers 
have drawn largely from the writings 
of Thomas Huxley, Charles Darwin, 
Herbert Spencer and even on occasion 
Marx. These so-called intellectuals 
brook no authority, make no allow- 
ances for the lessons of the past, and 
scoff at traditional briefs and morals. 


You have often wondered why chil- 
dren when they go off to college lose 
their faith, become confused in their 
thinking, and drift from their moral 
moorings. We are often told that 
they have “learned better,” but the 
truth is that through the process of 
“progressive education” they have 
learned worse! 


They regard man, not as created in 
the image of God, but as a biological 
organism whose development is deter- 
mined entirely from external stimuli. 
These exponents of progressive educa- 
tion throughout their textbooks which 
are standard in many of our educa- 
tional institutions, advocate the fol- 
lowing: 


First, since man is solely physical, 
or animal, the spiritual concept which 
gives man a soul is false; and our tra- 
ditional beliefs about truth, ethics, and 
morality are purely relative, and not 
constant or immutable. 


Secondly, they say that since the 
above is to be accepted as fact, then 
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we waste time looking to religion for 
standards of conduct, ethics and truth. 


Thirdly, if there are no eternal 
verities, it logically follows that edu- 
cation should not be burdened with 
the knowledge and experience of the 
past. Man’s concern with the present 
is alone important. “Don’t think of 
history,” says the self-styled progres- 
sive, “that is past.” Then he says, 
“Don’t think of the future; for when 
you’re dead, you’re dead.” Hence, 
in one bold stroke these men try to 
sweep away all that history, the 
church, and the Bible have taught 
through the centuries. The sad fact is, 
that with millions of people, by syste- 
matic infiltration of our educational 
system, they have succeeded. 


They have struck hard at two very 
vital areas of our American way of 
life. 


FIRST: OUR POLITICAL LIFE. 


Don’t think for one minute that I 
believe that our form of government 
is the acme of perfection! We have 
many faults, weaknesses, and imper- 
fections. It is right and proper that 
we should recognize these and not 
condone them. But these self-styled 
progressives who have had such a dev- 
astating influence on the present ed- 
ucation system, actually despair of, 
and make light of our traditional po- 
litical concept. 


These “debunkers” of our American 
way of life have tip-toed into our class- 
rooms and have put over a philosophy 
that is completely contradictory to our 
traditional way of life. For example, 
they make fun of our Founding Fath- 
ers, teaching that our Constitution 
was framed by a privileged few who 
were out to feather their own nests. 
And this is done in the sanctity of the 
classroom unbeknown to the faithful 
and loyal American parents who foot 
the bills for our education! 


For example, in the Teacher’s 
Guide, used by five million children, 
the question is raised: “Is the United 
States a land of opportunity for all 


people?” Then the insidious answer, 
which reads like a Soviet indoctrina- 
tion paper, is given as follows: 

“The United States is not a land of 
opportunity for all our people, for one 
fifth of the people do not earn any 
money at all... The majority do not 
have any real security.” 


Then they proceed to disillusion 
children through their accepted text- 
books of any preconceived ideas that 
America has a glorious history or that 
the Founding Fathers were men of 
good intent. Rather, it is shown that 
our form of society was designed to 
benefit only the minority of our well- 
to-do citizens. The chief impression 
that the child gets through these false 
prophets of “Progressive education” 
is that Washington and Jefferson and 
the others who founded this nation 
and helped to shape its ideals were 
large property owners and members 
of the ruling class! The magnitude 
of their public service, their high 
ideals, and the extent of their per- 
sonal sacrifice are hardly mentioned! 


However, the greatest thrust has 
been against religion! For well do 
these “Progressive Planners” know 
the close relationship between faith 
and freedom. 


SECOND: OUR RELIGIOUS LIFE 


Horace Mann, the revered author 
of many of our honored educational 
ideals in America, said: “I hold it to 
be one of the laws of God that the 
talents of man can be developed in the 
best way and can produce the most 
beneficial results only when they are 
in full conscience with all the precepts 
and principles of religion. The pur- 
suit of knowledge and science is the 
pursuit of truth.” 


How different, this, from the teach- 
ing of John Dewey, the apostle of 
“change and progressivism” who said: 
“As a drowning man grasps for a 
straw, so men, who lack instruments 
and skills, developed in later days, 
snatched at whatever, by any stretch 
ef the imagination, could be regarded 
as a source of help in time of trouble. 
In such an atmosphere... religion was 
born and is fostered.” 


This statement of Dewey has “Karl 
Marx” written across it! Karl Marx 
said “Religion is the sighing of a crea- 
ture oppressed by misfortune, it is the 
soul of the world that has no heart, 
as it is the intelligence of an unintelli- 
gent epoch. It is the opium of the 
peopie.” 


Separation of church and state was 
never meant to separate school chil- 
dren from God! This trend to extri- 
cate God and moral teachings from 
the School is a diabolical scheme, and 
is bearing its fruit in the deluge of 
juvenile delinquency that is over- 
whelming our nation! New York City, 
where this scheme was conceived, has 
become the center of this festering 
sore. As the Bible says: “The parents 
have eaten sour grapes and the chil- 
dren’s teeth have been set on edge.” 


This is the basis of much of the 
terrifying teen-age crime that is tak- 
ing place in our major metropolitan 
areas today. We have ruled out moral 
convictions and taken God from the 
hearts of our young people. They 
have no rock upon which to build 
their lives. They are floundering, 
restless, and confused. This is one of 
the reasons the nation is being flood- 
ed with an abnormal obsession with 
sex that could eventually destroy this 
country. I agree with Professor Sor- 
okin of Harvard University that im- 
morality may destroy this country far 
quicker than Communism! 


Of all the ideas which shape the 
destinies of men, the religious con- 
cept is basic. By religion we mean 
neither sectarianism nor secular dog- 
ma, but the broad need for man to 
understand his existence and relation- 
ship to his Maker. 


Mankind needs to worship, needs 
incitement to love, and above all, 
needs a spiritual rebirth and the recon- 
ciliation advocated and offered by our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Every thinking American recognizes 
the influence of true Christianity up- 
on our national life. Our Republic 
was born in a religious atmosphere, 
and our highest courts have decreed 
that we are “a Christian nation.” 


Justice William Douglas declared to 
New York’s board of higher education 
in 1953: “God’s order in man’s world 
includes a moral code, based upon 
man’s nature and not subject to man’s 
repeal, suspension or amendment.” 


Education, progressive or otherwise, 
cannot fill the void of men’s hearts. 
Neither can secular success, social and 
economic security. You cannot void 
the fact of God by a cleverly worded 
phrase as attempted by Karl Marx or 
John Dewey. Across your life is. in- 
delibly written: “Made in the image of 
God.” And try as you might, you 
can never get away from it! 


The Christian faith gives man some- 
thing that he needs even when he has 
obtained all other things. This is the 
ultimate certainty which neither 
science nor philosophy can supply. 


The cross of Christ is now, and al- 
ways has been, “foolishness” to a 
world that is too arrogant to accept 
a Superior. But this fact remains: 
Those who have put their faith in the 
merits of Jesus Christ have found 
something that cannot be found in hu- 
man philosophy and secular society. 


Solomon, who was the peer of all 
the men of his day, said: “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wis- 
dom.” Learning minus God equals 
confusion and chaos — just as a 
house with good design minus a foun- 
dation equals disaster. 


You, with millions of others, have 
been caught in the vortex of self- 


styled Progressivism. Many times you | 


have perhaps said: “Something deep 
inside me yearns for God, but the 
text-books have told me that I am 
just another animal bound for oblivion. 
Why should I take up all the restric- 
tions of the Christian faith, when I 
shall die like an animal?” 


Don’t you believe it! Your con- 
science, your reason, and the signposts 
of history point to the all-important 
fact of God! Even now, the Holy 
Spirit is saying to you, “You ought 
to get right with God. You need God. 
You ought to live for Him.” 


In this clear call is God’s purpose for 
the dignity of man. You were not 
made for frustration. You were not 
made to be a confused animal, like a 
beast, at bay. You were not made to 
be torn apart by temptation, and shot 
through with sin and its consequences. 
You were made for God! 


Jesus said, (and it is more true than 
the Law of Gravity) “He that hath 
the Son hath life.” Do you have Jesus 
Christ? Have you trusted Him for 
salvation? Have you said goodbye to 
those forces of selfishness, lust, and 
sin which seek to destroy you? You 
ean do it today. You can accept 
Christ, and experience His peace and 
joy in your heart. Jesus said, “Him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out.” (John 6:37). Do it now 
before it is too late! 

~ * * * * 

—FROM THE HOUR OF 
DECISION. Reprinted by 
permission of the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic 
Assn., Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Let’s Let The BIBLE 


SPEAK! 


This experiment has been interest- 
ing to me, a teacher in the young 
adult department of the Sunday 
School; perhaps it may be of interest 
to others in this day of confusion, 
when so many confusing smoke-screens 
are being thrown into our Christian 
Educational process. 


Since twenty years of age, I have 
taught an adult Bible class. For a 
while now, deep within me there has 
been a slow rebellion building up as 
I have experienced the ever increasing 
departure from the Word of God in 
our Sunday School teachings. I have 
attended training school after training 
school in order to do a better job 
of my teaching. I always come away 
from them with a feeling that riding 
a pink cloud must give one. It seems 
to me that we have gone out of our 
way to crowd the real study of God’s 
Word (per se) completely off of our 
slate with the business of organization, 
methods training, worship periods, 
room arrangements, a practicing of 
“togetherness”! 


AN EXPERIMENT 


When we moved to this city, and 
I entered the fellowship of the church, 
I let it be known that I would accept 
an adult Bible class when there was 
a need. Soon there was a class of 
some ten students in their early thir- 
ties handed to me. Since I am a teach- 
er of High School, a housekeeper, a 
minister’s wife as well as teacher in 
the Church School, I realized that 
teaching on Sunday mornings was all 
I could do. I then decided to make 
an experiment with the class. I de- 


MATSU W. 


cided that all the emphasis would be 
put on teaching God’s Word through 
the regular International S.S. lessons. 
I would do all in my power to get the 
class to study the Bible for themselves 
under my guidance. We would pray 
for God’s blessings upon our efforts, 
then, wait to see what happened. 


The room which we inherited is 
anything but attractive. It is small, 
the chairs are unmatched and scarred, 
the drapes are a faded, dark green. 
I decided to change nothing. We 
made no special drive for new mem- 
bers — just passed the word around 
that the Bible was being taught in 
such a way as to be relevant to life 
in this age. We served “Nary” a 
doughnut or a cup of coffee. We 
had no socials to get acquainted ex- 
cept for family dinners at Christmas 
time. We have danced not one “Do- 
si-do”’. 





WORSHIPPING vs LEARNING 


Our educational curriculum is 
filled with activity. It is thus filled 
with activity, with things to do, to 
conceal the fact that in it there is 
nothing for the mind to do. 


Even in the Sanctuary the wis- 
dom of the Lord is subordinated to 
a form of holiness which permits 
the worshipper to rise above the in- 
telligible to the ineffable. The mod- 
ern Sanctuary too often affords an 
escape from the Truth into an ex- 
perience of worship in which ritual 
lifts the worshipper above the reali- 
zation of what it means to fall into 
the hands of the living God. 

—Dr. P. S. Glen 
Knox College, Toronto 











CRAWFORD 


Knowing how folks of this vital age 
(30-40 years) are organized to the 
teeth in our society, I decided that 
there would be only a ghost of an or- 
ganization to carry the small amount 
of business of the group — a presi- 
dent, a vice president, a secretary, 
and a treasurer. 


Our one bit of worship on Sun- 
day is a brief period of prayer, dur- 
ing which we ask God to draw near 
to us, as we come aside from busy 
lives, to draw near to Him. We ask 
that the Holy Spirit will come into our 
hearts to guide, to teach, to bring 
all things to our remembrance. We 
ask that The Word will be opened to 
us in such a way that we shall feel 
Christ speaking to our hearts and 
minds as we study together. Forty- 
five minutes are given to STUDY. 


CLASS PROCEDURE 


At first there were some who were 
awkward in having the Bible as a text 
book, and were more awkward in find- 
ing necessary references in the Bible. 
We laughed at our ignorance and 
urged all to consult the index for the 
book wanted. From the very first, 
our numbers began to increase. All 
who came were made to feel welcome 
as fellow students desiring to study 
God’s Word. They were introduced to 
the group, and given an invitation to 
become one of the class. Group dy- 
namics has not been so much as men- 
tioned, yet we are growing into a 
dynamic group. We have held no 
“buzz sessions” nor have we referred 
to “climate” in the class. We all 
know that wherever the spirit of Christ 
is present there will be that unity of 
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spirit which only He can give to us. 
Discussions are used only when discus- 


sions are called for. (There is a 
time to discuss and a time to refrain 
from discussing!) No apology is made 
for setting aside questions which are 
not relevant to the subject under 
study. The aim for the particular 
lesson is held to, everything else is 
swept aside. 


Three years have passed, the class 
has expanded to sixty-five, with an 
average attendance of some forty-five 
or fifty. They are an educated group 
— doctors, dentists, lawyers, business 
executives with their wives. There 
are business women and hotel man- 
agers in the group. 


RESULTS 


How do we measure our growth in 
spirit? It has become a class which 
studies together. They handle their 
Bibles with ease and familiarity, they 
prepare assignments and are enthu- 
siastic about their discussions. A dozen 
members have gone to serve in the 
Sunday School. Our budget has risen 
to $700.00; this has been our chal- 
lenge to take a small part in the sup- 
port of a missionary through the 
Board of World Missions. One mem- 
ber had not been inside a church for 
eighteen years. He is now one of our 
most faithful members, and treasurer 
of the class. They report to me, that 
often over their bridge tables, or at 
social gatherings, they put aside all 
else to discuss questions which have 
come up in class. 


Last summer, they asked, since 
their knowledge of the Bible is so 
sketchy, that we depart from the In- 
ternational Lessons for a time and 
start through the Bible filling in the 
gaps of their knowledge. In Septem- 


ber we purchased Dr. Rice’s study 
book, “Let There Be Light” and start- 
ed “In the beginning GOD .. .” It is 
going to be a great experience for 
all of us. 


What have I learned from the ex- 
periment? First and foremost that 
the Word of God is still powerful, 
that when it is taught with interest 
and made relevant to present day 
problems, it is the thing most wanted 
by the intelligent adults in our 
churches. Everything else is decided- 
ly secondary. 


Why can’t we get back to the basic 
text of our Sunday Schools? Why 
must we go off the deep end with 
methods when content is the thing 
most desired? Why have we turned 
to secular education for our patterns 
of education in Churches? Why can’t 
we let the Word of God speak with 
power and eloquence to our soul- 
hungry age? 


* * * * * * 


Mrs. Vernon A. Crawford is the wife 
of the Associate Pastor of the First 
Church, St. Petersburg, and _ well- 
known in the Women of the Church 
work. 





CHILDREN AND 
THE CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 


“Baptism must signify to both par- 
ents and the Church the spiritual 
rights of the child. 


“The child has a right to fellowship 
with Christ in fulfillment of the prom- 
ises made to him. 


“He has a right to citizenship in the 
visible Church with the people of God, 





it “Biblical illiteracy,” 


the “children of yesteryear.” 





BIBLICAL ILLITERACY 


One of the saddest (and most discouraging) situations I have noticed 
in moving around among our churches is the young-adult illiterary. Call 
“theological illiteracy,” “doctrinal illiteracy”— 
call it what you will but there it is: the “bottle-neck” or “log-jam’”’ in the 
Church’s educational program. Our ‘“‘Women’s Bible Classes’ and “Men’s 
Sunday School Classes’—-the Church’s senior citizens—are steeped in 
years of acquired Bible information and they share this treasure over 
and over within the confines of their sheltered classes. 
Their children are getting very little of 
the same if the young adults I know are any criterion! 
that. even those Senior Citizens learned their. Bibles.after they were 
grown, unless they. were reared in the Baptist Church! 


But they are 


It is my guess 


—Missouri 








especially those people who are his 
own parents. 


“He has a right to be instructed in 
the Word of God. 


“He has a right to be led into faith 
in the Saviour. 


“He has a right to the obedience of 
his parents to their Covenant obliga- 
tions. 


“He has a right to the faithful min- 
istry of the Church. 


“We cannot infringe upon these 
rights without offending God Himself, 
for these rights are granted by Him. 
BAPTISM SIGNIFIES AND CERTI- 
FIES THESE RIGHTS.” 


k * * * * 


Dwight Harvey Small, THE BIBLI- 
CAL BASIS FOR INFANT BAP- 
TISM. Published by Fleming H. 
Revell, 1959. 


GOSPEL “SEEDS” 

Vincent Taylor in his able lectures, 
“The Cross of Christ,” tells of nine 
modern views of the Atonement and 
likely there is some truth in all of 
them. Perhaps you and I are best 
satisfied, however, with God’s own 
words in I Peter 2:24: “Who His own 
Self bare our sins in His own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to 
sins, should live unto righteousness; 
by whose stripes we were healed.” 


* * * 


God did something great in Jesus 
Christ, who reconciled men to Him- 
self. Cicero complained that the gods 
of Epicurus do nothing. D. M. Baillie, 
in his book “God in Christ,” says that 
what appealed to the ancient world 
in Christianity was God’s action in 
Christ. “It gave them a new view of 
God which nothing else could do.” 
“God so loved that He gave His only 
begotten Son.” God was distressed 
about our sins, but thanks be to His 
name, He did something magnificent 
about them. 

* ~ * 

Oswald Chambers put it this way: 
“work out what God works in. 
“Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling, for it is God that 
worketh in you both to will and to 
do of His good pleasure.” (Phil. 
2:12-13). God is not going to do your 
praying, your confessing of sin, your 
witnessing, your living, your serving. 
Oh, yes He will—when you start doing 
this yourself. This is His order of 
procedure! 


” 


—R. Wilbur Cousar 
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THERE 1S HOPE FOR OUR 


Imagine yourself this fall a stranger 
in a strange town with school about 
to begin. Comes the first week of 
September and you leave your young- 
sters at the neat, brick school two 
blocks away and drive away with no 
misgivings. 


But your peace of mind soon fades 
when you learn that the new school is 
not quite all you thought. You express 
your fears to a neighbor. 


“Oh, folks here don’t take school too 
seriously,” he tells you. “Sure, kids 
have to go to school,” he adds, “but 
who worries about homework and 
grades? They’ll learn enough. And 
kids here always get promoted!” 


This word of comfort keeps you 
awake all night. By morning you’ve 
made up your mind. You’re going to 
visit school. 


There, unfortunately, you find that 
what your neighbor said is true. No 
one but you seems worried about how 
much your youngsters learn. Yes, 
there are textbooks — for classroom 
use. Aside from these, the teachers’ 
aims seem vague indeed. No one 
seems to care whether Jerry is up to 
par in reading or whether Janet should 
bear down on her multiplication tables. 
Exams? Report cards? No one both- 
ers about them in this school. 


Could a situation like this really 
exist? Probably not in our land of 
supervised public education. But some- 
thing very much like it is actually tak- 
ing place year after year in the ma- 
jority of our Sunday Schools. 


IN YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Take a careful look at what goes 
on in your own Sunday School next 
Sunday and unless it is one of the 
relatively few exceptions you will be 
forced to one conclusion. The Sun- 





SUNDAY 


day School is doing a wonderful work 
— but doing it in an utterly aimless 
way. 


There is no question but that the 
Sunday School is moulding lives, large- 
ly because it has enlisted faithful pray- 
ing Christians in the task of gathering 
individuals of all ages and exposing 
them to the Word of God and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Some are 
being saved, many are being guided, 
and all are being encouraged to live 
the Christian life. All this is fine, but 
it should not blind us to the fact that 
in doing this wonderful work the aver- 
age Sunday School is content to jog 
along with a lack of purpose and vigor 
which we could not tolerate for a mo- 
ment in our public schools. 


Most churches frankly look to their 
Sunday School to shoulder the load of 
teaching among their memberships. 
But the average Sunday School is un- 
certain about what is an adequate cur- 
riculum, is largely indifferent as to 
whether or not the individual “pupil” 
learns or stagnates, and promotes its 
members regardless of whether or not 
any real learning has been ac- 
complished. 


These facts are so well known that it 
is hardly necessary to document them. 
By and large, the problem of providing 
a curriculum which will give the Sun- 
day School pupil step-by-step teaching 
in the Bible has been surrendered to 
the publishers of lesson quarterlies. 
This in some respect is a step forward 
since the quarterly makers are giving 
careful attention to this problem. 
Usually it means, however, that a 
change in publisher involves a change 
of curriculum affecting every person 
in the Sunday School. 


It is a small wonder that the typical 
“pupil” 


does not take the Sunday 
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SCHOOLS 


WAYNE CHRISTIANSON 


School’s teaching efforts very serious- 
ly. He does not expect to master 
what he is covering or build on his 
knowledge from month to month—and 
he is seldom disappointed. He may re- 
ceive a devotional thought now and 
then along the way and even some 
spiritual applications. These are val- 
uable, but they should not hide the 
fact that the Sunday School is in need 
of a more clear-cut curriculum, that 
it needs to face the task of teaching 
the Word of God as a whole and that 
it should challenge individual interest 
and effort in a way that it does not 
now do. 


In view of this situation it should 
be no surprise that those trained in 
Sunday Schools are not well taught. 
For example, there was the survey 
taken a few years ago among 281 in- 
coming college students, two-thirds of 
whom said they had regularly attended 
Sunday School. 


Of this group, 79 per cent did not 
know the name of the tax collector 
who became a disciple, 74 per cent 
could not even name the father of 
Joseph and his brethren, and 70 per 
cent did not know in which book of 
the Bible to look for the Ten Com- 
mandments. Hard as it is to believe, 
65 per cent failed to identify “the 
famous wise man of the Old Testa- 
ment!’ 


Some may argue that the Sunday 
School cannot expect to carry out a 
purposeful teaching program. One 
hour or even an hour and a half is too 
short a time. The handicap of using 
volunteer workers is too great. And 
the necessity for depending on interest 
to prompt voluntary attendance and 
lesson preparation all put the Sun- 
day School at too great a disad- 
vantage. 








“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 


J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


Camden, S. C. 
Belk's Department Store 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

L. W. Gratz, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 


J. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mogr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


Prop. o0 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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These are very real difficulties, cer- 
tainly, but no one of them is insur- 
mountable. This is being proved by 
Sunday Schools which are operating 
successfully with respect to these prob- 
lems. 


THREE BASIC NEEDS 


At least three basic needs must be 
met if our Sunday Schools are to be- 
come the more effective instruments 
they should be. First, there is the 
need for trained leadership. In addi- 
tion to all-important spiritual qualifi- 
cations, these leaders will need to 
know how to put others to work. They 
will need to know how to assign du- 
ties, how to help those under them 
to become more effective, how to 
arouse enthusiasm, and how constantly 
to keep checking up on results. Such 
leaders will recognize the necessity of 
a training program, not only for teach- 
ers but for other Sunday School work- 
ers. They will be keenly aware of the 
value of morale. 


The second need is for vision. In 
every Sunday School some one or two 
persons at least must have a concept 
of what his Sunday School can be. Re- 
member, the great majority of us who 
are trying to do Sunday School work 
have never had the advantage of see- 
ing how an effective, purposeful Sun- 
day School works. 


This is one of the great values of 
the national Sunday School conven- 
tions held annually by the National 
Sunday School Association. Such con- 
ventions make it possible for busy 
Sunday School workers who are nor- 
mally walled up in a local situation 
to learn what other schools are doing. 
Inevitably convention goers make the 
discovery that some Sunday Schools 
are effective, smoothly functioning or- 
ganization — that it can be done! 


Conventions, or S. S. workshops 
provide down-to-earth help in various 
aspects of Sunday School work through 
their guidance programs. As a result 
they go back home with a mental blue- 
print of the kind of Sunday School 


theirs may well become as well as with 
some idea of the practical steps they 
need to take. 


The third need which must be met— 
and in some respects this is the most 
important — is the need for definite 
goals and standards. As evangelicals 
we should know what it takes to make 
a Sunday School program truly effec- 
tive. To that end we believe it would 
be valuable to set up standards of ac- 
creditation for Sunday Schools such as 
those established by the National Sun- 
day School Association. This is sug- 
gested not with any idea of coercing 
a local group to comply with standards 
others have established. Instead, the 
thought is that the individual church 
may lay hold of these standards to 
measure the effectiveness of its school 
and decide how it can be improved. 


By the same token, a limited num- 
ber of standard, comprehensive exami- 
nations might be made available by 
some central agency for those who 
wish to test the progress of their Sun- 
day School pupils in certain subjects. 
Such tests would be comparable to the 
Regents’ examination given in New 
York State except that they would be 
for voluntary use. Standard tests for 
qualifying teachers might also be of 
value. 


Some will feel that even occasional 
tests are out of place in the Sunday 
School. But why? We do not hesitate 
to make use of tests to qualify stu- 
dents for college entrance, for govern- 
ment service, for drivers’ license. Why 
should the Sunday School hesitate to 
put itself on the gold standard of 
achievement in Bible learning? 


Finally, the Sunday School should 
establish specific goals and standards 
for each teacher and department with- 
in the school. Before the year begins 
each worker should know exactly what 
he is to accomplish. At the close of 
the year a check should be made to 
see whether that goal was met. 


This might lead to an achievement 
day when Sunday School pupils report 





on what they have learned during the 
year. Certainly it should mean a spe- 
cific report on the work of the Sun- 
day school as a whole. 


Next Sunday, no doubt, you'll go to 
Sunday School. You’ll thank God, per- 
haps, for all it is and all it means to 
you who attend. You'll enjoy the 
songs, the Bible lesson, the fellowship. 
But along with this, perhaps, you'll 
have a new sense of the needs in your 
own Sunday School. 


And, perhaps, you’ll be increasingly 
uncomfortable about each one until 
your Sunday School is as good as you 
know in your heart it can be. 

cd * * ak * << 

Dr. Christianson is Editor of 
MOODY MONTHLY. This article ap- 
peared in UNITED EVANGELICAL 
ACTION, is reprinted by permission. 


THE TEACHER 
AND HIS BIBLE 


“There is no substitute for the solid 
Biblical content which the interpreter 
of Scripture must ponder in order that 
he may teach it. 


“Serious Biblical interpretation is 
the fountain-head of any effective 
teaching ministry: a creative com- 
munication in which the dead is made 
alive, the old new and the learner 
made wise unto salvation.” 


—Dr. P. S. Glen 
Knox College, Toronto 


52 NEW CHURCH 


BULLETINS in color 





7 New, inspirational, beautiful! 
a A different, colorful Bible-art 
or Kodachrome cover every 
week. Full-color featured every 
month. More beautiful bulle- 
o—* tins......100 for only 95¢ 


=~ 
Send for FREE Brochure today, Dept. SP-12 


STANDARD PUBLISHING, Cincinnati .31, Ohio 








KING 


COLLEGE 


Presbyterian . . . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
ompetitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. 

Board, room, and tuition, $1037.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 


(1) 


influences. 


Dormitories. 


Fully accredited. 


Summer Session. 
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EDITORIAL 





A New “Twist” In 
Religious Education 


In the Sunday School, a healthy re- 
evaluation of method and curriculum 
have followed the disclosure, as plain 
as the nose on your face, that a quar- 
ter century of “emancipated” religious 
education with its “exploring ways of 
being like God,” left the people abys- 
mally ignorant of the Bible and of 
fundamental religious values — left 
them basically irreligious, in fact. 


Today there is a refreshing appre- 
ciation of “content” in the air: a gen- 
uine inclination to return the Bible 
to its rightful place in the religious 
education of people; an awakening ap- 
preciation of the fact that you cannot 
teach anything really Christian apart 
from the Word of God. 


But the unbelievers in the Church 
have not given up that easily. They 
are back with a new philosophy of ed- 
ucation and of evangelism, not quite 
like the old discredited pattern of 
“communication” but equally barren 
of the Gospel and bereft of spiritual 
power. This time the theme is “The 
Whole Man.” 


Education and evangelism — the 
new radical philosophy teaches—must 
be the activity of the “whole man.” 
We participate in religious experience 
with our “whole being,” so we educate 
and evangelize with our “whole being.” 
Sounds good. No one would deny 
that. But radical ideas always sound 
good. No one would be fooled by 
them if they did not. And they have 
enough germs of truth about them to 
win friends and influence people. No 
one would listen if they did not. Radi- 
eal ideas never openly oppose the 
Truth. They wouldn’t get anywhere 
if they did. They always pretend to 
be the Truth, or a better understand- 
ing of the Truth. In order to convey 
that impression, they utilize as much 
of the Truth as suits their purpose. 


In the latest radical approach to 
Christianity, a central theme is the 
obvious truth that “religion consists 
in more than words and phrases.” 
“Learning pat formulas and creedal 
statements is not enough.” “Proposi- 
tions and viewpoints, though neces- 


sary to religion, are inadequate for 
expressing essential aspects of the 
Christian faith.” “Religion which is 
of the mind only and never descends 
to the heart or walks the pathways 
of life through the feet is ultimately 
no religion at all.” 


Beginning with this obvious state- 
ment of the Truth that Faith must 
issue in Works; that Justification is 
only the preface to Sanctification, 
modern radical theology goes on to 
build a “new philosophy of education 
and evangelism: 


“Christianity consists in an involve- 
ment of the ‘whole man’ in the Truth 


which he has grasped. And the com- 
munication of Christianity —- whether 
in education or evangelism — involves 


the ‘whole man’. We set it forth not 
only in our speech but in our actions, 
in ‘diakonia’ (service) and ‘koinonia’ 
(fellowship). Evangelism, for instance, 
arises out of what one is, and cannot 
be defined by a particular set of words 
or actions.” 


Sounds good, doesn’t it? What’s 
wrong with it? Well, radical theology 
always betrays itself in its attitude 
towards traditional Christianity and 
the historic Gospel. This “new” the- 
ology heaps scorn upon “revivalists 
who call people up during flamboyant 
meetings to make ‘decisions’ for 
Christ.” It has nothing but contempt 
for “prayer cells on the campus who 
gather for the announced intention 
of saving souls.” It insists that true 
evangelism is not the concern of in- 
dividuals for individuals, but is the 
total concern of the social community 
for itself. It calls the genuine con- 
cern of a Christian for the lost con- 
dition of his neighbor, “crass emo- 
tionalism and cheap persuasion.”’ Most 
especially, it abandons the supreme 
Authority of the Word and the power 
of the Gospel to regenerate. 


The “new” twist in religious educa- 
tion and evangelism “abandons” the 
old, shallow sentimentalism but it sub- 
stitutes the practice of the Christian 
life for the Gospel. Everything that 
a Christian is supposed to be and do 
after he is saved is catalogued as the 
“saving message” of the Church. The 
fruits of faith are made the Gospel. 
Sanctification is substituted for Re- 
generation. Works — once again — 


are put in the place of the Holy 
Spirit. 


And the hungry sheep look up and 
still are not fed. 





The Outside Of The Cup 


The furor in the press having to 
do with the fixed TV programs would 
be amusing were not the whole sordid 
mess so tragic. Shouting to high 
heaven over the revelation that quiz 
programs were rigged may carry a 
righteous sound but the simple fact 
is that American life is permeated with 
so much evil that there is grave dan- 
ger the present disclosures may be 
used to piously denounce a few indi- 
viduals who were caught after which 
we will ignore the grave loss of moral 
values of which the symptoms are 
now so much in evidence. 


While the American public was 
fooled by the histrionics of certain 
TV contestants; people coached not 
only as to the answers but also as to 
facial expressions, hesitation, etc., the 
fact remains that TV viewers did not 
pay for the entertainment they were 
getting. They were hoaxed but not 
defrauded. 


Why has there been no outcry 
against the _ so-called “wrestling 
matches’? These are faked from be- 
ginning to end and are no more than 
rehearsed gy:mnastics with grimaces, 
cries of pain and well simulated blows 
thrown in to add to the synthetic ex- 
citement. 


While we deplore the deception of 
producers and “actors” in the quiz 
shows we will be wise to take a second 
look at unscrupulous advertizers who 
have used these faked programs to 
promote their wares. And we should 
take a long hard look at the dishonest 
claims made for many products today. 


The whole adds up to a sordid mess. 
It is but another illustration of man’s 
need for a new heart. To meet this 
need the Church alone has the answer. 
Platitudes will not do, nor will ethical 
homilies. Men need the straight Gos- 
pel, with its denunciation of sin and 


its offer of God’s mercy and love in 
Christ. 


The TV scandals may result in legis- 
lation to protect the public from sim- 
ilar deception; but only the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ can change the hearts 
of men. 


—L. N. B. 
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Religion And Morals 


America’s morals are front-page 
news these days with the disclosure 
of the “TV scandals”. 


But the real tragedy remains to be 
disclosed —- may never be disclosed: 
that a great contributing cause of 
America’s loose morals is not Amer- 
ica’s lack of religion, but the lack of 
spiritual back-bone in the religion 
that so many “Christian” Americans 
profess. Those who fell by the way- 
side (including a minister) were not 
irreligious. In almost every instance 
brought before the congressional com- 
mittee, the people were church mem- 
bers. But America’s religion was 
showed to have lost the fire and the 
power of its heritage. The “faith” 
proclaimed from America’s “emanci- 
pated” pulpit is no longer powerful 
to save ... and give morals. It is 
but the form and shadow of godliness 
without the substance and power of 
godliness. 


The tragedy of the story lies in the 
fact that the thundering pulpits of our 
land, reverberating with righteous in- 
dignation over the public scandal of it 
all, do not know that many of them 
have contributed to the scandal. 


Perversions of Christianity often 
breed a looser moral life than out- 
right heathenism. A case in point is 
the R. Catholic influence. Wherever 
Romanism is the dominant religion, 
as in South America, public and 
private morals become a_ scandal. 
Latin America is a case in point. And, 
in our own country, New Orleans. 


America is not under the domina- 
tion of Romanism. But America’s 
religious vitality has been sapped by 
another perversion of Christianity: 
liberalism. In the rational, natural- 
istic approach to Christianity which 
denies the supernatural, abandons the 
authority of the Bible and replaces the 
Holy Spirit with the “spirit of love 
and concern,” America’s moral 
strength has been sapped. 


Yes, the TV scandals are a tragedy. 
But a greater tragedy is the spectacle 
of modern religionists trying to 


strengthen America’s flabby backbone 
with wishful thinking and the practice 
of “koinonia” instead of the ancient 
Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 


A Layman And His Church 


THAT WHICH OFFENDS 


It is the message of the Cross which 
offends the world and, if the Gospel is 
to be faithfully preached, it is bound 


to give offense to those who re- 
ject it. 

The world will receive and ap- 
plaud the social outreach of the 


Church and often join in humanitarian 
efforts to alleviate suffering, correct 
injustices and heal the wounds of a 
social order which is sick even unto 
death. 


But the world as such looks on the 
preaching of the Cross as foolishness 
and the implications of our Lord’s 
death and resurrection as a reflection 
on the inherent goodness and ability 
of man and utterly contrary to reason. 


The Cross is an offense because it 
is predicated on the sinfulness and lost 
condition of man. It is an offense 
because it probes into the innermost 
secrets of the heart and shows us up 
as desperately wicked. 


Preaching the atoning work of 
Christ is offensive because it is based 
on the premise that man is himself 
utterly helpless and in need of a re- 
demption bought with the blood of the 
Son of God. 


The personal, bodily resurrection of 
our Lord is an offense to the worldly 
intellect because it portrays a super- 
natural act, a miraculous deliverance 
from death, which runs counter to 
known scientific fact. 


If we will study the trends within 
the Church today we see on every 
hand an attempt to relieve the Chris- 
tian message of those elements which 
offend the intellect and run counter 
to man’s concept of God. 


There are effective measures against 
this trend but they are themselves of- 
fensive to many. To those who are 
willing to come with humble hearts 
and child-like faith the things of- 
fensive to the world become the glory 
of the Gospel. To such the divine 
record of God’s dealings with men as 
revealed in the Scriptures becomes a 
glorious truth — the Good News of 
man’s redemption from sin, of God’s 
offer to make us new men in Christ 
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through the new birth, and of eternal 
life, His ultimate destiny for those 
who believe. 


We live in days when every Chris- 
tian must examine the things which 
are called Christian and determine 
whether they have been stripped of 
their essential meanings and in their 
place new concepts substituted which 
are pleasing to men but offensive to 
God. 


Certainly it is a supreme folly to 
seek the applause and acceptance of 
man when this is done at the cost of 
those things without which there is 
no Christianity. 


The social concern of the Church, 
and of individual Christians, is an 
obligation before God but only in the 
context of the Gospel message itself. 
What profit is there if every social 
ili of the world; every inequity and 
discrimination; every economic woe 
is eliminated only to find that men 
are more free and able to serve the 
Devil than ever before? 


It is the simple Gospel message as 
revealed in the Scriptures which vali- 
dates every other thing done in the 
Name of our God. Without the cen- 
tral fact of Christ’s dying for our 
sins and raising from the dead for 
our justification (all an integral part 
of the Gospel) Christianity itself be- 
comes merely another religion, with- 
out power and without hope. 


The Church is in the gravest dan- 
ger of diluting the Gospel itself to 
make it palatable to the unregenerate 
world. The complex, confusing and 
utterly frustrating jumble of new 
terms and phrases designed to win 
the minds of those who will have no 
part of the basic implications of 
Christ’s life, death and resurrection 
are distressing to the Christian and 
add confusion to the world. 


There are those who affirm that 
theological liberalism is the figment 
of the imagination of people who have 
not kept abreast of the times. This writ- 
er can affirm that many contacts out- 
side the bounds of our church prove be- 
yond a shadow of a doubt that the 


(Cont. on Page 15) 


JABLE JALK 
The Christian School --- Why Not? 


REV. Wm. E. HILL, JR. 


A man took his little boy out for a 
stroll in the woods one afternoon. 
They came to a clearing, covered with 
wild flowers; and while the lad played 
around among the flowers, the father 
lay down on the grass and dropped 
off to sleep. He woke with a start. 
“Bobby, Bobby!” No answer. He ran 
to the edge of the clearing, ‘‘Bobby. 
Bobby!” No answer. He ran farther, 
then suddenly came to an abrupt stop. 
There before him was a drop-off of 
some thirty to fifty feet. Peering 
over, he saw the mangled form of his 
little boy, Bobby, crushed on the rocks. 


What a parable is this of the Chris- 
tian Church today! While we sleep, 
our children — our boys and girls— 
perish on the rocks of unbelief, of 
atheism, cynicism, humanism, of the 
confusion of a scientific age, of a 
pagan world of education. We have 
left them to the mercy of a pagan ed- 
ucation given by the state, which at 
best pushes God off into the corner 
and at worst ignores His existence. 
We have left them to get their educa- 
tion and most of their learning from 
teachers who are often unbelievers, 
more often pagans in attitude. We 
have, like the proverbial ostrich, stuck 
our heads in the sand and imagined 
that no harm can befall them, though 
we give them only a half hour of Bi- 
ble instruction a week in the Sunday 
School and pitifully little instruction 
in the home. 


Then we wonder why they wander 
off into quack religions. We wonder 
why they marry Roman Catholics and 
turn Catholic and say, “What’s the 
difference?” We wonder why they 
quit the church and become pagans. We 
wonder why the church is short of 
ministers and church workers and our 
mission fields are short of mission- 
aries. We wonder why our laity are 
not more intelligent about spiritual 
things. We wonder why our churches 
are not more spiritually minded, and 
we fail to realize that it is all be- 
cause our young people are growing 


up without knowing the Book. They 
know all of the latest scientific inven- 
tions; they know the names of the 
movie stars, the TV stars and the ball 
players; their minds are saturated 
with the trash that comes over the 
television, with the sexy filth that 
they read in the magazines. But what, 
actually, do they know about the Word 
of God? 


Now, the church ought to wake up 
and realize the fact that we face a 
crisis in education, in that our Chris- 
tian colleges are not turning out 
enough preachers for the ministry, 
enough missionaries for the mission 
fields, enough dedicated laymen to man 
the posts in our churches. The fault 
lies, largely, below the level of higher 
education. We have not learned that 
you cannot pour paganism into a 
child for twelve years, then expect, 
with four years of Christian college, 
to turn out a Christian product. It 
just doesn’t work. What we need is 
to establish Christian schools on the 
lower level and return to the ideas 
of our forefathers that education is 
the business of the Church, not only in 
the realm of higher education, but in 
the grade school and the high school. 


OBJECTIONS TO 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


Are there objections to Christian 
schools on the primary and secondary 
level? First of all, some say, “This 
is the job of the Sunday School.” So 
it is. However, the Sunday School 
cannot have as great an influence 
upon the life of a child today as it 
did some while back in the past, when 
people were more sparsely settled, 
when there was no radio, no television, 
no automobiles. Today, there are 
many conflicting influences; and the 
half hour that we give to the boys and 
girls for study in the Sunday School 
of the Word of God is not enough to 
offset the flood of pagan influences 
from the world of entertainment and 
our secular public schools. As a mat- 
ter of fact, our boys and girls spend 


only one-one hundredth of their wak- 
ing time in Sunday School, studying 
the Word of God. 


A second objection is raised by 
those who say that this is the job 
for the home; and so it is. Religion 
begins in the home. But the fact is 
that the home really is not doing the 
job. Not one home in a thousand, 
even of church members. The boys 
and girls in the average home, when 
they come to school age, spend less 
than two hours a day in the actual 
presence of their parents, which makes 
the home really a diminishing factor 
in its influence upon them. Some 
say, “Here is where we ought to at- 
tack the problem,” and I agree whole- 
heartedly. But we face great diffi- 
culties. How can you get parents to 
take seriously the religious education 
of their children? 


Some fifteen years ago, I became 
so discouraged with trying to get 
parents to see their responsibility and 
with trying to do the whole job in the 
Sunday School that I began to look 
for another way. The ministers of 
our city got together and started a 
movement to put the Bible in the 
public schools. Just as it was getting 
underway, the Supreme Court passed 
its first decision with reference to the 
Bible in the schools — and our plans 
fell through. I began to look around 
for something else. The Christian 
school, sponsored by the church, came 
to my mind. 


That brings us to the third object- 
tion which is sometimes raised. Some 
people say, “This is the job for the 
state.” Who said it? Certainly, God 
Almighty did not say it. If He did, 
I haven’t been able to find where He 
said it. The Church was in the busi- 
ness of primary and secondary educa- 
tion long before the state. We turned 
the job over to the state several gen- 
erations ago, thinking that the re- 
ligious education of our children could 
be entrusted to a state. Now, we are 
beginning to realize that the state has 
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become so utterly pagan that we can- 
not expect it to do the job for us. 
Indeed, laws are increasingly passed 
which prohibit any sort of mention of 
religion in our public schools. Any 
education without religion is off cen- 
ter, biased, half baked — even dan- 
gerous. It is pagan. 


Recently, in one of our church pa- 
pers, I saw an advertisement promot- 
ing Christian higher education. It 
argued that we need two systems of 
education in this country in order to 
give balance and independence to ed- 
ucation. One system, it said, be- 
comes a monopoly; it stifles indepen- 
dent thinking; it makes stereotyped 
people; it will not build a balanced 
democracy. How true! Yet, the 
same arguments can be advanced for 
Christian education in the grade 
school as well, where children are even 
more impressionable, where their lives 
are formulated to a larger degree 
than on the college level. 


I have been in correspondence re- 
cently with two rather prominent ed- 
ucators in the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. In the course of the cor- 
respondence, one said, “Our Board 
has appointed a committee to study 
this matter, and the committee has 
been deliberating for quite some time 
but as yet has not come up with a 
suggestion.”” How Presbyterian! We 
grind and grind away at the old ma- 
chine and turn out little or nothing, 
like the proverbial mountain that 
groans and groans and brings forth 
a mouse. The other statement was 


more to the point. My friend said 
that he was very much afraid of en- 
tering into the primary and secondary 
field of Christian education, because 
he would be in competition with the 
state, and he did not want to do any- 
thing that would in any way weaken 
the public school system. 


Now, his argument can easily be 
answered through the experience of 
the past 12 years in Hopewell, Va. 
There we have had a Christian school. 
The first effect, once we started our 
school, was a quickened interest on 
the part of the public school people in 
religion in the schools. Today more 
Bible is being read, more prayers 
said, and more chapel programs con- 
ducted, of a religious nature, in the 
public schools than ever before. In- 
directly, the public schools are seeing 
that unless they give the children 
some religion, they are going to find 
competing schools springing up in the 
churches. Our school, therefore, has 
had a good effect upon the public 
schools. 


A second effect has been in the at- 
titude of the public school people to- 
wards Christian schools. To begin 
with, they were indifferent, not to 
say hostile. Today, the situation has 
completely changed. They are most 
cooperative, friendly and eager to 
help in any way that they can. They 
treat us as equals in the field of ed- 
ucation and co-operate fully. This 
is a beneficial result, when just the 
opposite might have been expected 
and is usually predicted by those who 
oppose Christian schools. 


We 


I might mention a third thing. 
have never had more than twenty 
percent of our Sunday School chil- 
dren enrolled in the Christian school, 
though we pushed it for all it was 
worth. This means that, under ordi- 
nary circumstances, Christian schools 
do not drain off from the public 
schools any appreciable amount of 
Christian influence. Even if each of 
the larger churches in Hopewell had 
its own Christian school, no more than 
a thousand pupils would be in these 
Christian schools, as against six or 
seven thousand pupils in the public 
schools. In other words, it is highly 
unlikely that this movement will ever 
seriously affect the public schools. 


The only objection that can be 
raised to Christian education on the 
primary and secondary level is to say 
that it is out of fashion. But we might 
as well begin to wake up to the fact 
that we can expect no spiritual educa- 
tion from our public schools. They 
are becoming more and more pagan 
all the time, and the Bible is being 
increasingly ruled out. Are we going 
to sit by and let our children grow up 
in ignorance of the Word of God, or 
are we going to do something about 
it? I predict that twenty years from 
now our Boards will be promoting 
Christian schools. But twenty years 
from now we will be too late for at 
least one generation, and it could be 
too late, period. 


% * * 


The Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr., is now 


spending his full time as an Evangelist. 








THE FOUNDATION OF 
OUR CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


My point simply is this: in view 
of the fact that there are those who 
are espousing Christian education 
on some other basis than the basis 
of the single, necessary, Scriptural 
covenant of God with believers — 
the ground of some kind of child- 
evangelism — in view of the fact 
that there are many who are insist- 
ing that there is no clear-cut Scrip- 
tural and theological warrant for 
Christian schools; it is time that 
we go back to the very origins of 
this whole idea of Christian educa- 
tion and it is plain that no Bible- 
believing Christian, no one who 


takes the whole scope of Scriptural 
revelation seriously, can escape the 
obligation to Christian education. 

—Rev. Arnold Brink 














The Anatomy Of Meekness 


Sermon based on the life of Moses 
who, we are told, was the “meekest 
man who ever lived.” 


1. Humility (at the burning bush) 


2. Self-control 
Israel) 


(with rebellious 


3. Forbearance (with Korah, Da- 
than, Abiram. 
Mi- 


4. Forgiveness (of Aaron’s, 


riam’s jealousy) 


5. Submissiveness (when refused 


entrance into Canaan) 


—Dr. Henry Bast 
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same theological liberalism which de- 
stroyed the spiritual and moral life 
of Germany some generations ago has 
spread across the world and that our 
land — yes, and our own church — 
have not escaped its influence. 


The Gospel of Jesus Christ as re- 
vealed in the Scriptures is still an 
offense to many. We are convinced 
that there are those who teach and 
preach a new gospel which is itself 
an offense to the One Who has re- 
deemed us. 


Woe be it to us if we settle for any- 
thing less than the Cross of Christ 
and all that it implies; and for the 
resurrection of our Lord and the 
glorious salvation of which it is the 
crowning seal. 


—L. N. B. 








SUNDAY SC 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 20, 1959 


Good News for the World 


Background Scripture: Luke 2:8-14; Acts 11:19-30 


Devotional Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 


Our Devotional Reading is one of the great Mes- 
sianic prophecies found in Isaiah and often read and 
studied in connection with the Christmas Lesson. 
There is “Good News” for our world. This good 
news includes a “great light” and a “Great Leader”. 
The passage is quoted in Matthew 4:14-16 in connec- 
tion with Jesus leaving Nazareth and coming to Caper- 
naum. 


The people that walked in darkness have seena great 
light. The devil has succeeded in “blinding the minds” 
or “shutting out the sunshine” of those who believe not. 
What a mass a mess — of ignorance and supersti- 
tion there is in the world even today. Look at the pic- 
tures in the National Geographic Magazine or see one 
of Lowell Thomas’ programs on TV and you get a 
glimpse into that darkness of mind which prevails. 
Even in Christian lands there are many dark spots. 





The first thing God said after creating the heavens 
and the earth, was, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. It was light in the garden of Eden until Satan 
and sin came into that beautiful home. Then, in the 
midst of the darkness which came as the result of sin, 
God promised that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent’s head. Many centuries after this, 
in the fulness of time, the light came. Jesus was born 
Who is the light of the world. When He comes into 
a soul, light comes. When the Gospel is preached and 
people believe it then a great light shines. There is a 
difference between America and Darkest Africa, or 
China, or India. That difference is largely the effect 
of the light which shines upon civilizations when 
Christ is found in the midst. 


A few weeks ago our electricity was cut off for about 
an hour. We had to light a candle and use our flash- 
light. What a relief it was when suddenly the lights 
ali came on again. What an awful experience it would 
be for the light of Christianity to go out in this world! 
The “groping in darkness” would be horrible. It is 
indeed “Good News” for the world that a “Great 
Light”, even the Light of Jesus Christ has come. 


The second thing that Isaiah prophesied was that 
there would be a Great Leader and the government of 
the world would be upon His shoulders. This world 
has had a few so-called world-leaders, men like Ne- 
buchadnezzar and Cyrus, the Roman Emperors, 
and Napoleon. Most of these men, if not all, were 
evil, and their domination of world affairs was of short 
duration. Isaiah spoke of One, of the increase of 
whose government and peace there would be no end. 





By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Think of what that means for a world divided and 
torn asunder by conflicting interests and ideals! The 
World-Leader and Ruler who came was our Lord 
Jesus Christ; the Hope of our war-torn and weary 
world. He came to establish judgment and justice in 
all the world. Let us stop a bit on verse 6 and see 
the character of this World-Leader. “For unto us a 
child is born, and unto us a Son is given: and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon His shoulder: and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty 
God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace”. 
Let us look at His Name, for His Name means His 
character. 


His Name Shall be called Wonderful. What name 
could be more fitting? Everything about Jesus Christ 
is Wonderful; His Virgin Birth, His sinless life, His 
marvellous miracles, His matchless Words, His com- 
passionate love, His death on the cross, His resurrec- 
tion from the dead. We might sum up His Wonders 
by saying, The Wonder of His cradle; the Wonder of 
His Cross; the Wonder of His Crown; for God has 
exalted Him so that at the Name of Jesus every knee 
should bow and every tongue confess Him as Lord of 
all to the glory of God the Father. 


His Name shall be called Counsellor. In Him are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. A 
counsellor must know; he must be willing to listen 
to us; he must be one who will tell us what to do. As 
the Son of God Jesus knew all things. He knew what 
was in man. He knew what was on earth; He knew 
the secrets of heaven. He listened to the cry of those 
who called upon Him: He told them what to do. 
People came from long distances to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, but a greater than Solomon was here. He 
is our Divine Counsellor if we will bring our problems 
and needs to Him. 


The Mighty God. As we see Jesus performing His 
miracles of healing the sick, casting out devils, raising 
the dead, stilling the storm, and feeding the hungry 
multitudes; as we see all nature under His control, and 
His power over disease, demons, and death, we realize 
that this is no mere man, but God in the person of 
His Son. Here is God in the flesh. 


The Everlasting Father. “While He yet talked to 
the people, behold His mother and His brethren stood 
without, desiring to speak with Him .. . But He an- 
swered and said unto him that told Him, Who is 
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my mother? and who are my brethren? And He 
stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and 
said, Behold, my mother and my brethren! For who- 
soever shall do the will of My Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and moth- 
er.” We think of Jesus as the Son of God, but remem- 
ber He was co-existent with the Father. He said to the 
Jews, “Before Abraham was, ] AM.” ‘The whole family 
of the household of faith is His family. 


The Prince of Peace. In a world torn by wars, this 
is one of His most precious Names. When His Birth 
was announced the angels said, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, peace, good will toward men.” 
He is our peace and He gives peace to His followers: 
“my peace I give unto you.” He will one day bring 
peace to a troubled world. He gives peace here and 
now to troubled hearts. 


Such is the character of the Messiah. The best news 
in all the world is that He came and died for our sins 
and rose again and is coming back to reign, and rule 
as King of Kings. This “Good News”, or Gospel is 
for all the world, not merely for the Jews. The 
disciples were slow in carrying this “Good News” to 
the world. They seemed to forget all about their 
marching orders, and it was not until persecution 
came upon them and scattered them that they went 
everywhere preaching the Gospel. 


I. The Gospel preached in Antioch: Acts 11:-19-21 


This is the Syrian Antioch. It was situated at a bend 
of the river Orontes and had a mixed population of 
Gentiles and Jews, especially the former. “Now they 
which were scattered abroad upon the persecution 
that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, 
and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the Word to none, 
but unto the Jews only”. It takes a long time to change 
customs and practices. Peter had “opened the door” 
to the Gentiles by going to Cornelius’ house when the 
Holy Spirit was poured out upon them and when 
Peter had explained the matter they held their peace, 
and glorified God, saying, “Then hath God also to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life.” It would seem 
to us that this matter was settled once for all, but they 
preached to the Jews only. “And some of them were 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were 
come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching 
the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with 
them: and a great number believed, and turned to 
the Lord”. From this time on the Gospel spread 
among the Gentiles. We shall see later on that it was 
the Jews who stirred up trouble wherever Paul went. 
The Gentiles as a whole responded much better than 
the Jews. 


The church at Jerusalem, hearing of the success of 
the Gospel in Antioch, sent Barnabas to them. Barna- 
bas seems to have been the very man for this work. 
He is called the son of consolation or encouragement 
and these new Gentile converts needed to be encour- 
aged. No doubt there were problems for them in con- 
nection with the Jews. He was glad when he saw 


what was taking place and exhorted them all, that 
with purpose -of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord. 

scribed. 


Then, in a few words we have this man de- 
It does not take very many words sometimes 
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to give us a clear picture of a man. “For he was a 
good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith; 
and much people was added unto the Lord”. We are 
seeking a pastor for two fields. If we could get two 
men like Barnabas I believe we would see “much peo- 
ple being added to the Lord.” 


“Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek 
Saul”. Here we find another mark of greatness in 
Barnabas. He recognized his own limitations. The 
work at Antioch needed a greater man than Barnabas, 
and Saul of Tarsus seemed to have been that man. 
He brought Saul to Antioch and for a whole year they 
taught and preached in that city. It is the mark of 
greatness to be able to see our need of help and not 
be jealous. I am sure that Barnabas knew that Saul 
would be the real leader for Saul was that type of 
man. When later they went together on their first 
missionary journey it was soon Paul and Barnabas, 
and not Barnabas and Saul. A smaller man than 
Barnabas might have been jealous of Saul. 


“And the disciples were called Christians first in 
Antioch”. ‘This is the name that has stuck to them. 
We are Christ’s men. The early disciples talked about 
Christ so much that this seemed the most appropriate 
name for them. Do we deserve this name today? 
Would men call us Christian because we are like Christ 
and love to talk about Him? 


The disciples at Antioch showed their love for the 
Christians in Judea by sending them relief in their 
time of need. 


So the Good News — the Best News this world has 
ever heard was beginning to be preached to the Gentiles 
and the great Gentile church was starting on its mission 
of taking the Gospel to all the world, in obedience to 
Christ’s command. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 20, 1959 


No Room 


Scripture: Luke 2:1-20 

Suggested Hymns: 
“While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Many of us have memorized the passage in the sec- 
ond chapter of Luke which tells of Christ’s Birth with- 
out having made any special attempt to learn it. The 
words are so beautiful and so meaningful that they 
just burn themselves into our memories even though 
we are not conscious of memorizing them. As we hear 
these familiar words once more there are many 
thoughts that come into our minds. For this time, 
though, let us narrow our thinking to the inn and to 
what took place when Mary and Joseph arrived there. 


According to tradition, there was a keeper of the 
inn, and it is certainly reasonable to assume that this 
tradition is true. Much has been said about this man 
whom we imagine was there. He would have been the 
one who told the weary travelers that there was no 
more room. He would have been the one to direct 
Mary and her husband to the quarters of the animals, 
and possibly, to help make them comfortable there. 
Others have pictured this imagined inkeeper as a 
mercenary, hard-hearted person: one who refused Mary 
and Joseph proper lodging because they were poor. 
We cannot know for sure that there really was such a 
person, and we certainly cannot know about his at- 
titudes. The thing we can know for sure is that there 
was no room for Mary and Joseph, and because of that, 
the Son of God was born in an animal shelter and 
cradled in a manger. 


Fifth Speaker: 


It always makes us uncomfortable to remember that 
God’s Son was born in such an humble place. We are 
sure that things would have been different, if those 
involved had known Who it was that was to be born. 
We are tempted to condemn the inkeeper and the 
Jews for not giving Christ a proper reception. They 
had read the prophecies, so they should have been 
looking for His coming. It fills us with hurt and 
anger to read, “He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not.” We are sure that we would have 
done differently. But before we become too harsh in 
our condemnation of the Jews and the imaginary inn- 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


keeper, let us be very honest with ourselves. What 
would we have done if we had been in charge of that 
inn in Bethlehem? It is likely that we would have 
done no differently than they did. If we had been 
Jews in the first century, it is probable that our spirit- 
ual perception would have been no better than theirs 
who refused to receive Christ as their Messiah. We 
are forced to this conclusion when we examine our 
own spiritual attitudes and actions, which are so often 
so completely indifferent to Christ and to His Church. 


Second Speaker: 


Christ came once in the flesh, but, according to 
His own Words, He comes into our life all the time. 
Before we can say that we would have done any better 
by Jesus than the innkeeper and the Jews, we must 
prove that we do well by Him when He comes into 
our life in these days. 


Tolstoi’s story of Martin the cobbler is one of the 
most beautiful stories to be found outside of the Bi- 
ble. Martin was a devout man who had experienced 
much sorrow in his life. He was ready to meet God, 
and was anxious to leave this life and go to heaven. 
One evening he was told in a vision that Christ would 
come to his home the next day. He was very excited. 
Three times during that day he helped people who 
were in need, but he looked in vain for the coming 
Christ. He was truly disappointed. As he read his 
Bible that night, he came on these words: “I was an 
hungered and- ye gave me meat; I was thirsty and ye 
gave me drink; I was a stranger and ye took me in; 
naked and ye clothed me; I was sick and ye visited me; 
I was in prison and ye came unto me. . . Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me.” Christ had come 
to Martin’s home, not once, but three times. 


The test of our faith and devotion is not what we 
say we would have done or will do under certain cir- 
cumstances, but it is what we actually do with the op- 
portunities we have. Christ is still coming to us in 
the person of His earthly children. How are we re- 
ceiving Him? It is not a question of what we would 
have done in Bethlehem, but it is a question of what 
we are doing for God’s children today. 


Third Speaker: 


There was no room at the inn for Jesus to be born. 
There was no place for Him and His Gospel of love 
in the legal religion of first century Judaism. He has 
been excluded from personal life, from church life, 
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Are YouP 





i—A “new creature” in Jesus Christ? 


2—A believer that the Bible is the Word 
of God written? 


3—A believer that the Gospel was once 
for all time given to the world? 


, 4—A believer that this Gospel has been 
authentically expounded in the West- 
minster Confession of Faith and the 
other great Reformed Confessions of 


the Church? 


in other words 


Are You A Presbyterian? 
THEN 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Is Your Journal 


WHERE ELSE WOULD YOU FIND: 


1—Stimulating articles 
2—Evangelical sermons 

3—Incisive editorials 
4—Thought-provoking S. S. Lessons 
5—Really helpful Youth Programs 
6—A suggestive Women’s Page 
7—Detailed news of the churches 


8—Up-to-date news of the World of 
Religion. 


9—Usable quotes, seed thoughts, de- 
lightful “‘tid-bits” 


Add The JOURNAL To Your Christmas List 
| TODAY! 
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INCOME OF THE RETIRED 


Hasn't Kept Up! 


What cost $100 in 1950—now costs $120 
(What cost $100 in 1940—now costs over $200) 
Many of our retired and disabled ministers and/or 
their dependents cannot live today on financial plans 
made yesterday. Actually, the ‘difference between 
want and enough for them in 1960 lies in the gen- 
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and from governments many times since. 
being left out. Is there always room for Christ in our 
He is still looking for a place to 
stay. He says, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock: 
if any man will hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him and will sup with him, and he 
He has never taken back this offer. 
we made room in our hearts, and our lives, and our 


hearts and homes? 


with me.” 


homes for Christ? 


Making room for Christ sounds very simple, and in 
a way it is. There is more to it, however, than sharing 
a small part of your life with Him. We have a saying 
that “there is always room for one more”. 
There is not room in 
the same heart for self and for Christ. 
Then, we cannot 
love Christ without loving all whom He loves, and He 
We cannot take Christ 


cannot be received in this way. 
receive Christ, we must expel self. 


loves the world. 


He is still 


ture which 


heart and life. 
think. 
Him. 


Have 


But Christ 


In order to 


into our 


hearts without also receiving into our hearts all those 
for whom He died. This is the meaning of the Scrip- 
Martin 
separate Christ from His people. 
Him in love, we also receive them. This is why we 
must say that there is not room for Christ in a selfish 
It is simple to receive Christ, or so we 
All we have to do is to open our hearts to 
But it is not easy to give up self. 
be host to Christ, we must be willing to give up self. 


the cobbler read. We cannot 
When we receive 


In order to 


The innkeeper ought to have received Mary and 
Joseph kindly, even though he did not know that the 
Son of God was to be born. 
that he help them. Wherever Christ is not received, 
it is because of the unwillingness to sacrifice self. It 
may be a hard decision, but those who decide to expel 
self and receive Christ, are never sorry. 

Closing Prayer. 


Selfless love demanded 





THE CHURCH AT HOMYL 


WORLD MISSIONS 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. (PN) — 
The annual November meeting of the 
Board of World Missions heard en- 
couraging reports of relief work in 
Japan, appointed one new missionary, 
took notice of the retirement of five 
veteran missionaries, took joint ac- 
tion with the corresponding UPUSA 
(Northern) Board on the rift in Korea 
and approved graduate theological ed- 
ucation for qualified Congolese, 
among other major actions. 


RELIEF 


Relief funds, at the time of the 
Board meeting, were coming in ear- 
marked for aid in the Japan devasta- 
tion at the rate of several hundred 
dollars a day, the Rev. Paul B. Free- 
land, secretary of Overseas Relief and 
Inter-Church Aid reported. In addi- 
tion to these special gifts, the Board 
allocated $5,000 directly to its mis- 
sionaries and another $5,500 to 
Church World Service to be used in 
the Japanese emergency through its 
channels. 


APPOINTMENTS — LOSSES 


Appointed to Taiwan was Miss Pa- 
tricia Ann Broom of Dalton, Georgia 
and Huntington, W. Va. Miss Broom, 
a graduate of Montreat College and 
the Presbyterian School of Christian 
Education, expects to go to the field 
in the late summer of 1960. 


The single appointment was far 
more than off-set by losses which re- 
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sulted from the retirements and resig- 
nations of several missionaries: 


Dr. and Mrs. James Montgomery 
and Dr. and Mrs. E. S. Currie, veteran 
missionaries to Taiwan. The Mont- 
gomerys have served in China and 


Taiwan 42 years; the Curries, 40 
years. 
Miss Louise B. Miller will retire 


Jan. 1 after more than 39 years of 
service in Korea. 


Resignations were regretfully ac- 
cepted from Miss Sarah Jeffrey, of 
Japan, who resigned for health rea- 
and Miss Margaret Shelby, of 
Mexico, who is to be married to the 
Rev. W. Winn Erdman, missionary of 
the UPUSA Church to Mexico. 


sons, 


FINANCIAL 


Receipts for the Board during 1959 
run about 8% ahead of the same 
period in 1958, totalling $2,748,593 
from living donors as compared with 
$2,523,385 for 1958. Despite this gain, 
an expanded program and salary in- 
creases (raised 10% to meet the de- 
mands of higher costs of living early 
this year) for missionaries have kept 
expenditures ahead of receipts. The 
Board has expended $3,118,914 
through October. 


CONGO 
In order to advance the cause of 
theological education in the Congo, 


the Board took steps to move the high- 
school level Ecole de Theologie from 
Kakinda to Luluabourg, looking to- 
ward the possibility of setting up in 
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the new location a union theological 
school supported by all the major 
Protestant missions working in the 
Kasai. Rapid educational advances 
on the part of some of the Congolese, 
and the need for a more thoroughly 
trained ministry have combined to 
make practical steps for the improve- 
ment of theological education im- 
perative. 

In a parallel action the Board ap- 
proved in principle participation in a 
new university-level Faculte de The- 
ologie at Elizabethville. Also a co- 
operative venture, the new Faculte 
will begin operation about September 
1960, providing optimum training for 
native ministers. 

KOREA 

The Board considered at length the 
rift in the Presbyterian Church in 
Korea. In joint sessions with a Com- 
mittee from the Commission of Ecu- 
menical Mission for the UPUSA 
Church, a Committee drafted a joint 
letter of concern and of hope for the 
peaceful resolution of the differences. 
Said the letter in part, “We cannot 
bring ourselves to believe that the 
breach which has occurred must re- 
main unhealed. In our opinion noth- 
ing has happened which makes such 
a break necessary, and we do not feel 
that any solution, other than recon- 
ciliation would be the right and 
Christian one.” 

A deputation from the home Church 
was authorized if efforts being made 
by missionaries and others to heal the 
breach proved fruitless and if such 
a deputation seemed advisable. 


1959 


PERSONAL NOTES 


The Board met without its chair- 
man, Dr. William M. Elliot, who was 
recuperating from surgery. Mr. T. H. 
Mitchell, vice-chairman from Nash- 
ville, presided. 


An invitation by the North Brazil 
Mission to Dr. Charles E. S. Kraemer 
to be the devotional speaker at the 
1960 meeting of the Mission was ap- 
proved. 


Dr. Kyung Yul Im, of Chunju Hos- 
pital, is to be helped in a program of 
advance study in the U. S. next year. 
And Dr. Paul Crane, of the same hos- 
pital will return home for an extended 
furlough beginning in April, 1960, to 
enable him to get in the necessary 
residency to complete his certifica- 
tion under the American Board of 
Surgery. 





CHURCH EXTENSION 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — The 
Board of Church Extension, meeting 
here Nov. 11 and 12, approved plans 
looking towards a more effective pro- 
gram in the Church through the De- 
partment of Evangelism, created a 
study committee to “examine the com- 
munication between the Board, pres- 
byteries and local congregations,” 
worked out details of the new loan 
plan for aid to local churches in con- 
struction and approved the program 
for the Pre-Assembly Evangelism Con- 
ference, April 27-28, 1960, in Jackson- 
ville, Fla. 


EVANGELISM 


Upon recommendation by the Di- 
vision of Evangelism, presbyteries will 
consider enlarging their present com- 
mittees on evangelism into councils 
on evangelism. The council would 
function especially during the de- 
nomination-wide emphasis on evan- 
gelism in 1961 and would include rep- 
resentatives of youth, women’s and 
men’s groups. In connection with an 
expanding program of evangelism the 
Board also heard that a series of six 
regional conferences for the training 
of groups of person-to-person workers 
in evangelism have resulted in a larger 
interest in local churches in person-to- 
person evangelism. 


LIAISON 


Steps to create closer ties between 
Board members and staff and the 
Church at large included not only the 
study committee mentioned, but the 
appointment of a permanent organi- 


zation for persons working in the area 
of Homes and Christian Welfare. A 
second conference, for August, 1960, 
of persons working with homes for 
senior citizens was approved. 


FINANCIAL 


Receipts to Church Extension 
through the first three quarters of 
1959 total $609,905. This is a gain 
of 7% over 1958, with current receipts 
continuing to run well ahead of last 
year. 


A new plan which will increase the 
amount available for building loans 
was approved earlier this year and ac- 
tion was taken by the Board at this 
meeting to clarify policy under the 
new plan. Over $100,000 had been 
placed in escrow with a _ lending 
agency, as a guarantee for funds total- 
ling $666,000, to be loaned at com- 
mercial rates to borrowing churches. 
At this Board meeting, an extension 
of the plan was approved whereby 
these loans may be supplemented, in 
extraordinary cases, by out-right do- 
nations when funds are available. 


OTHER ACTIONS 


The Board took note that St. John’s 
Church, of Tampa, built through the 
Birthday Offering of the Women of 
the Church to serve Latin American 
people, had received 47 new members 
on Profession of Faith, within the 
year. 


Heard that there are 51 Presby- 
terian U. S. chaplains on active duty 
with the Armed Forces and the Vet- 
erans Administration. 


Learned that the three featured 
speakers for the Pre-Assembly Con- 
ference on Evangelism next April will 
be Dr. David McClennan, pastor of 
the Brick Presbyterian Church, Ro- 
chester, N. Y., Dr. James I. McCord, 
president of Princeton Seminary, and 
Dr. John Anderson, of the First 
Church, Orlando, Fla. 


Were informed that a new manual 
on the Larger Parish will be off the 
presses shortly, authorized by Dr. 
James M. Carr. 





TWO HUNDRED YEARS OLD 


SUMTER, S. C. — (PN) — The 
Salem Black River Presbyterian 
Church, 12 miles east of here, recent- 
ly celebrated two centuries of service. 
Dr. James M. Carr of Atlanta, Ga., 
secretary of the Town and Country 
Church Division of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., was guest minister. 


The Rev. Russell W. Park, Sr., of 
Olanta, S. C., pastor, conducts serv- 
ices twice a month for the less than 
40 members of the congregation. 


Although the official name of the 
church is Salem Black River it is 
known locally as “Brick Church” be- 
cause it is one of the oldest brick 
churches in South Carolina. 


The present building of solid brick 
and massive brick columns, all made 
on the grounds, was constructed in 
1846. Prior to this, the first brick 
building was erected in 1802. That 
building was preceded by a frame 
structure dating from 1768. 





BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — (PN) — 
The second Quadrennial Youth Con- 
vention of the Senior High Fellow- 
ship of the Synod of Alabama will be 
held December 28-30 at Birmingham- 
Southern College. 

More than 400 youths in grades 
nine through 12 are expected to at- 
tend the conference with the theme 
“God Speaks—Are You Listening?” 





BRISTOL, Tenn. — The Winter 
Convocation of King College, Bristol, 
Tenn., November 9-11, featured four 
distinguished speakers, Journalist Don 
Whitehead, Dead Sea Scrolls scholar, 
Frank M. Cross, Jr., actress Margaret 
Webster, and educator Theodore A. 
Distler. This was the second annual 
Convocation. 


Don Whitehead, one of the nation’s 
top journalists, opened the Convoca- 
tion, Nov. 9, with a public affairs 
lecture, “The Road Ahead for the 
United States.” 


Attention was directed to archae- 
ology and religion, Nov. 10, when Dr. 
Cross spoke on “The Dead Sea 
Scrolls.” He is a member of the in- 
ternational staff editing the Qumran 
scrolls. 


One of the outstanding figures in 
the contemporary American theater, 
Miss Webster presented a Shakes- 
pearean recital the evening of Nov. 
10. 


The Convocation concluded with an 
address by Dr. Distler, “The Vision of 
Greatness.”’ 





1960 
TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PASTORS’ INSTITUTES 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Programs have 
been planned for the 1960 Town and 
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Country Pastors’ Institutes to be held 
at our four seminaries, as follows: 


UNION: February 1-4, in coopera- 
tion with the Virginia Methodist Con- 
ference. 


LOUISVILLE: February 8-12, dur- 
ing the special lecture week at the 
Seminary. 


AUSTIN: February 29 - March 3, 
in cooperation with the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church. 

COLUMBIA: March 21-24 — The 
program at Union, Austin, and 
Columbia will include messages and 
discussions on “OUR MINISTRY TO 
INDUSTRIAL PEOPLE”, in addition 
to the usual Bible Study and church 
program emphasis. At Louisville we 
join the seminary in their special lec- 
ture week. 

Invitations are being sent to pas- 
tors of town and country churches of- 
fering a scholarship to attend. These 
invitations will be confined to pastors 
of their seminary area. Any minister 
desiring to attend an institute in an- 
other seminary should write Rev. 
James M. Carr, 341-B Ponce de Leon 
Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Georgia. 





RICHMOND, VA. — (PN) — The 
Rev. Fred C. Holder, pastor of Mul- 
berry Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 
N. C., has been named program direc- 
tor on men’s work of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. 

The Presbyterian Board of Chris- 
tian Education said he will assume 
his new duties November 15. 


GREENSBORO, Ala.—The Greens- 
boro Presbyterian Church celebrated 
its Centennial with special services, 
Oct. 25. The next evening the con- 
gregation officially launched its new- 
est building effort after more than a 
year of planning. 

The celebrations were attended by 
more than 275 people, many of them 
from other towns and cities. The 
present membership is just above 200. 
The Rev. Oliver N. Hamby is the 
pastor. 





Correction — The next meeting of 
Central Mississippi Presbytery was er- 
roneously carried here as being Jan- 
uary 1. It should have been Jan- 
uary 21. 





WHAT IS IT? 

The photo (p. 4) is of the first 
structure in Montreat: a pioneer cabin 
chimney already in ruins when the 
grounds were purchased. Made into an 
outdoor fireplace in the yard of Dr. 
Bell’s home. 
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COMMENTARY ON THE FIRST 
AND SECOND EPISTLES TO THE 
THESSALONIANS, by Leon Morris. 
The International Commentary on the 


New Testament. Eerdmans, Grand 


Rapids. 273 pp. $2.00. 


More than half of the volumes prom- 
ised in this series have now been pub- 
lished and it is possible to appraise 
with confidence and considerable en- 
thusiasm the entire project, including 
appreciation for the superintendence 
of the Editor-in-Chief, Dr. Ned B. 
Stonehouse. The bringing together 
of such able authors from four con- 
tinents indicates the breadth of both 
the fellowship and the scholarship of 
the saints. The present volume is no 
mere enlargement of the author’s short 
Thessalonians commentary in_ the 
Tyndale series but a new work with 
vastly new material. 


Dr. Morris, whose coming to Amer- 
ica for all of 1960 as Guest Professor 
for a semester each at Columbia and 
Westminster seminaries is now so 
eagerly awaited, has evidenced him- 
self in several notable volumes to be 
a master in the New Testament field. 
This present writing excels not only 
in exegetical exactitudes that make it 
useful in close textual work (six pages 
devoted to the “man of sin” of II 
Thess. 2:3) but also in providing his- 
torical background material for the 
contextual situation. Particularly is 
there a devotional warmth joined to 
the exposition which reflects not simp- 
ly the commentator’s spiritual ap- 
perception but also allows full view of 
the apostolic passion and reveals the 
ultimate glory of the Saviour and the 
desired workings of Grace in believ- 
ing hearts. 


Dr. Morris himself well 
versed in the pertinent literature 
which finds extensive reference and 
evaluation in the footnotes and he car- 
ries forward his primary lines of in- 
terpretation in the main body of the 
print. This allows emphasis on the 
practical application which he offers 
freely and most helpfully. Thus there 
is an entire page devoted to “Rejoice 
evermore.” (I Thess. 5:17). Any 
serious Bible student will be assisted 
by the use of this book; the minister’s 


proves 
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(Cont. from Back Page) 
POTPOURRI 


Thank you for the increased news 
from the Mission fields; and for bring- 
ing us up to date with the home situa- 
tion, as in Albert Freundt’s article on 
“Predestination.” I’ve taken the 
JOURNAL since its beginning, and 
want to continue. 

—Lois A. Neel 
High Point, N. C. 





As the JOURNAL has improved and 
its circulation encompasses more than 
before, I am expecting more for my 
money. I have attached a check for 
six dollars for a two-year subscription. 
From this I expect to receive twelve 
dollars worth of good. 


—Lloyd F. White, Major, USAF 
Kansas City, Mo. 


Anybody who doesn’t get at least $24 
worth of good from a subscription to 
this paper just isn’t reading it.—Ed. 





We like the new set-up very much 
and are sure that many others do. 
The new editor has evidently done 
what Sam Jones described as “hit the 
ground a-running.” 

—Alfred D. Mason, Sr. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Me, my wife and all my children, 
we thank you.—Ed. 





I note with approval the change of 
name from that of Southern Presby- 
terian Journal to the Presbyterian 
Journal. Your circulation must be 
quite good in the other branches of 
the Presbyterian Church. 

—Hugh E. Bradshaw 
West Monroe, La. 





Please see that the JOURNAL is 
sent to my home. I prefer the JOUR- 
NAL to any other religious magazine. 
It pleases me to notice your editorial 
insight into the real ideological strug- 
gle going on in the world. 

—J. Blanton Belk 
Richmond, Virginia 





library will be greatly enriched by it, 
and thereby his preaching. Now we 


we look forward to Dr. Morris’ other 
contribution to this series, Commen- 
tary on the Gospel of John. 
—Donald C. Graham 
Pensacola, Fla. 
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MINISTERS 


James G. Spencer from Centreville, 
Miss., to Crystal Springs, Miss. 


Gary Waller from Montgomery, Ala- 
bama, to First Church, Gainesville, 
Florida. 


L. T. Newland is acting as temporary 
supply at Bee Ridge Church, Sara- 
sota, Florida. 


William F. Mitchell from Sunset 
Hills Church, Charlotte to Upper 
Long Cane Church, Charlotte, ef- 
fective Dec. Ist. 





DEATHS 


Robert L. McLaurin (H.R.), died 
Nov. 11 in Meridian, Miss., after 
extended failing health. Ordained 
in his later years, he had served the 
Oakland Heights and Philadelphia 
churches in Meridian. 





LETTERS 
FROM IRELAND TO AUSTRALIA 


‘I find the JOURNAL very inspiring 
and helpful and very necessary in my 
witness for Jesus Christ as an Elder 
in the church I have the honor to 
serve. 

—A. MacLeod Stuart 
Belfast, N. Ireland 





I continue to read your publication 
with great interest and trust that its 
most beneficial influence will greatly 
extend. 

—F. Maxwell Bradshaw 
Victoria, Australia 





NO! 


I would like to know why you de- 
cided to leave “Southern” off the 
JOURNAL. Are you preparing for 
Union with the Northern Church? 


—A. I. Barron, Jr. 
Manning, S. C. 
NO! When the subject comes up at 
this Assembly (as we have reason to 
believe it will), we expect to see it 


soundly defeated.—Ed. 
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T.V. PROFANITY 


You may not be aware of what is 
being forced upon the American public 
in the way of outrageous profanity 
in television broadcasting. NBC’s 
“Sunday Showcase,” Sept. 27, con- 
tained an almost endless flow of words 
that just a few short years ago would 
not have been permitted on the screens 
of our movie theatres. 


A letter to the FCC brought the 
reply that it has no jurisdiction over 
such programs. A letter to Procter 
and Gamble elicited the response that 
the programs in question were “strong, 
dramatic stories,” indicating that they 
do not believe they can sell tooth 
paste without profanity. NBC wrote 
me that they believe they are operat- 
ing legally within the ruling of a U.S. 
court. 


Having served in at least a minor 
capacity for nearly twenty-five years 
with two of the largest advertisers in 
the world and having operated my 
own manufacturing business during 
the past fifteen years I believe I know 
that advertisers do not usually will- 
ingly agitate the public, but appar- 
ently NBC has brought in a gang of 
profane nitwits from the movie in- 
dustry or elsewhere, who believe they 
can invade the privacy of your home 
and mine with the vilest type of pro- 
fanity and make us like it. 


Letters from the public will help to 
turn the tide and better the airways, 


I am sure. May I suggest that we all 
remember that the golden opportunity 
immediately at hand is worth a thou- 
sand indefinite ones which may lie 
in the future, and act accordingly? 


—C. J. Strickland 
Columbus, Ohio 





RELIGION IN PAKISTAN 


Here in Pakistan we attend the 
Church of Scotland which is more 
than the name implies, as the minister 
is a Mr. Kells, an Irish Methodist. 
This far from the Home Church there 
often is an exchange of ministers. 


You may be interested in knowing 
how Christianity is faring here in the 
midst of Islam. Last Sunday, follow- 
ing our services, there was a tre- 
mendous gathering of Pakistanis at 
ow Church, not definitely Presby- 
terian, but rather Christian. We later 
learned that it was part of a revival 
meeting, and was preached in Urdu, 
the main language. At the Methodist 
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Church the sermon delivered in the 
morning in English is repeated for a 
native service at 3:00 p. m. in Urdu. 
—Maj. R. Y. McBurney 
Karachi, Pakistan 


Maj. McBurney is military advisor 
to the Pakistani government.—Ed. 





PRAYER AND HEALING 


Just a few lines to thank you for 
publishing the sermon “Prayer and 
Healing,” by Dr. Bast (Nov. 4). 


This past week an eight-year-old 
boy in our Church was taken with an 
illness which rendered him incapable 
of standing on either of his legs. The 
doctors here diagnosed it as polio, as 
the symptoms were the same, but the 
test was negative. Then they said it 
was some sort of virus infection, and 
told the mother his chances of ever 
walking again were less than fifty- 
fifty. 


I found time to visit the lad, read 
James 5:13-16 to him and explained 
the best I could the Bible teaching 
with regard to the relation of suffer- 
ing and prayer to the will of God. 
Then I prayed for him, anointing him 
with oil (hair oil was all that was 
available). The following morning 
he was hobbling around and the doc- 
tors were amazed. Since then he has 
improved steadily, and is now able to 
walk about as well as ever. I have 
been praising and thanking God all 
week. 

—James Donald MacKenzie 
Edenton, N. C. 





ENLARGING OUR BOUNDARIES 


I hope you will do whatever possible 
within your influential power to stress 
to Presbyterians, U. S. that they ex- 
pand the borders of their evangelism. 
A good place to start would be right 
here in Salt Lake City. Frankly, we 
have been a bit disappointed in Pres- 
byterianism as we have seen it here, 
and have turned to other protestant 
churches, primarily the Baptists, for 
the Bible-centered religion we seek. 


I congratulate you heartily and sin- 
cerely on the improvement in format, 
style, and content of the JOURNAL. 

—wWesley J. A. Jones 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


Not long ago, Mr. Jones was an 
officer in the First Church, Lexing- 
ton, Ky.—Ed. 
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